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Annual report for ZOlq)




Welcome to the Annual Assembly where the Parishn€ibgive an account of their work throughout the

year. This year we have tried to change the fostgitly, make the evening less formal and moefuls
to the Community. As | am sure you are aware wehave in the Village Hall numerous local clubs,
organisations and charities all with informatiord aletails to hand out to you. Please spend sone tim
chatting to these representatives.

Also we are happy to be opening the new extenditimeoVillage Hall during the evening.

This has yet again been a very busy year for thisliP&ouncil .
There are reports attached from the three Chaiohéme main committees, (Planning, Environment, a
Finance and General Purposes), plus reports frarDistrict and County Councillors.
These cover in detail many of the points | haveeced in this report.

Parish Council

The move to the office in October 2008 has prowelpet a very good decision. The work load for the tw

girls has increased as we now get a lot more retsde the office to ask questions, pass commehtigr
food waste and recycling bags, which is all good.

Village Hall
The Village Hall has been a large issue on manggamda this year for the Parish Council.

We have worked closely with the Village Hall Comteé and following a few stumbling blocks manag

to get there in the end. Many thanks to everyone kds put this fantastic new extension togetherfand
the hard work behind the scenes. Please take somaed look around the new extension and keep ridm

for future events you may be holding, it is a gneaiue.

Whites Field
The Multi Use Games Area on Whites Field is nowand running and has already proven to be a gre

success. The MUGA is for all ages, all the commyufat multi sports. We do ask the area be resplects

cleared of litter and dirt and used and enjoyegesir round.

We have also recently been given permission frootts@xfordshire District Council to move ahead
the Community Shelter for Whites Field. Some lgaalng residents secured a grant for a large anaiu
money towards the cost of this shelter and a londias now been agreed.

Also on Whites Field | am happy to announce then@bii Short Mat Bowls Club will be located, again
piece of field has been agreed and work should @sasoon as possible on this area.

Due to all this activity on Whites Field we haveshecutting back and tidying the bushes, more wark i
due in the autumn to remove the bushes along theack edge and replaced.

Village of the Year Award

CllIr Fiona Mantle and Cllr Maxine Pickard led arteto the Calor Village of the Year Awards and we go

a special mention; especially for the Flu Panddptén. Many thanks to Clir Mantle and CliIr Pickaod f
this hard work . The new bench looks fantastihmdubilee Gardens and is well deserved.

Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy on the Parish Coulfigibu are interested in joining the Parish Council

please speak to me, or another Parish Councilloootact Liz Folley.
The job appears very demanding as we meet 3 Momidays a month but it is very rewarding and a gr,
insight into the world of Chinnor.

Cement Works

The planning application for 178 houses and a leanee for elderly along with some business units hg
been approved and works should start any time. Sx@aeing works has already begun by trees being
removed to start the new entrance.
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Policing
The PC continues to part fund a Police Communifyp®u Officer as we feel that we have an exceptid

officer in Jackie Madden who has made a great trion to reducing the low level crime and nuisang

the village was experiencing. We would not warlbse her. We also welcome our Community Police
officer Michael Goodenough and our most recent P&s¢helle Jacques.

Our thanks are very sincere for the continued supp® receive from Thames Valley Police and the
communication between ourselves and them remaicellert.

Finance

The Parish precept has been increased for thisdialayear with an increase of £10,000.00.

Last year we were able to support several locdds;larganisations and charities in the village exida
support has been offered financially to the Villatgl Committee for completing the extension.
We have a small sub committee who meet quartertysiouss grant applications received—

these application forms are available from thecefhould your club or organisation wish to apply.

Roads / Pot holes

The harsh winter has taken a toll on our roads@@€ Highways are working hard to try and get this
fixed. A new contractor, Atkins, has taken overtlad repairs and we hope to see a vast improveiment
both the speed of the reported holes being filledithe length of time the repair lasts!

If you see any pot holes you can report them direéatOCC on 0845 3101111 or call the girls in the
office who will be happy to forward the report @r fou.

The High Street was re-surfaced last year and louksh better and is much safer.

Recent weeks have seen major repairs to Loweratkii/ay and Station Road—we are assured morg
works are due and constant contact with OCC Higlsveeng County Councillor Wilmshurst means eac
and every hole reported is followed closely, inahgdCuttlebrook issues at the boundary end.

Thanks

I would like to thank both Trevor and John for theantinued hard work in keeping our village nead a
tidy and Liz and Jo for all their hard work in keggpthe village ticking over. | have great supdosim all
my Councillors and thank them all for their hardriwvand dedication. It is much appreciated.

We all look forward to another busy year, which Bore will present us with more new challenges.

Tony Wills Chairman, Chinnor Parish Council

Village Showcase
Village Hall between 7-10pm on Monday 26th April
to the Village Showcase, Annual Assembly and lawfdhe
Village Hall extension.
The evening will be a great one.
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Planning Committee Report 2009-2010

Apart from the grant of Planning Permission to @ement Works, of which more later, this has been &
quiet year, with no other major applications, andmajor disagreements with SODC.

As far as domestic applications are concernedethave been the usual raft of extensions (are trgre
original houses in Chinnor, or are we getting egi@ms on extensions?). New houses have been paanitt
at Spencers Gate, Middle Farm and Oakley Road, fwither alterations at Remarkable Farm.

Both schools have had applications, Mill Lane fetention of portable classrooms (present since the
school opened), and St Andrews for further secteitging.

The Parish Council has had two applications, on¢ghi® MUGA and its lights, and the other for a
community shelter on Whites Field. There has atsnlone for final details at the Village Hall.

On the commercial front, there have been extensibWdlage Farm, Emmington, and there is permissio
for a new Chinese takeaway in Lower Road.

There has been considerable progress at the Cétaks. The planning application was successful,

subject to thirteen conditions, including the prbng of more details on drainage, pedestrian aceess

local transport. In addition, the section 106 agrest has been finalised, which may eventually glevi

some direct benefit to the parish. The recentriglof trees opposite Golden Hills indicates thamsthing
significant might happen soon.

We have had some disagreement with SODC, losingna@gts against development at Oakley Road gnd
Middle Farm, but we have worked well with them otree Cement Works.

During the next twelve months we hope to see conopl®f the work at Siarey’s Yard, major progresg
the Cement Works (especially the new roundabont) the identification of a way forward at the Siati
Road pavilion.

Martin Wright
Chairman, Chinnor Parish Council Planning Committee




Environment report 2009-2010

It has been a busy year since | took over from Twfilis’'s excellent stewardship.
We have continued with a number of his initiatiaesl started some new projects.

Waste Collection

After a few initial hiccups the system has settledvn and inspite of the dreadful weather over Gimas
and the New year every effort was made to contwitie collections. Most people understood the
problems and were patient and sympathetic. Anyhé&urinformation about waste collection can be
obtained from SODC website or the Council’s office.

Play areas
These are very well used and are inspected bygmsid parish Councillor on a regular basis and

appropriate maintenance undertaken.

Estover Way Drainage Pond/Wild Life Garden

This continues to be developed under the husbasfddpw n Sow and residents have been invited to for

a Friends of the Estover Way Wild life Garden tketéhe initiative forward. Wild seeds have been
scattered and wild flowers planted as well as tiiapling of existing trees and the planting nevesain
Tiggywinkles may release some of their orphaneatfjbkogs if they deem the area to be suitable.
Children from Jack and Jill Playgroup have visitieel site and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Community Shelter

Following a great deal of hard work by our PCSCkilaMadden in liaising and engaging with young
people to ascertain their needs, grants have datamed for the erection of a community shelter in
White’s Field. Much consideration has been giwethe design and location of the shelter including
decibel control, sound proofing and lighting cohtmoprevent disturbance to local residents.

Litter and Dog Mess

This has become a serious problem in the villagkimspite of all the hard work by John it is gedtiout
of control. The Council has done a mapping exer@mgka total of 32 bins and 14 dog mess bins are
distributed around the village. Unfortunately t@es not guarantee their use. A working parbeisg
convened from Council members and representatioesvillage organisations to initiate an Anti latt
Value Your Village Campaign.

Village of the year Award
Following our special mention in the results of @&or Gas Village of the Year competition we have
used the £500 prize money to site a bench in thideduGarden for the benefit of residents.

August Bank Holiday

An excellent addition to the usual festivities Was first Beer Festival which was deemed suchcaess
that another one was staged in February. Perhepwithdevelop into a national event putting Chomn
well and truly on the map.

It has been quite a challenge chairing Environn@arhmittee and | have been helped enormously by
and Jo as well as the ongoing support of the atbencillors in particular Maxine.

Finally: many thanks to the residents of Chinrartheir continued interest and support and foir tihelp
and comments all of which are greatly appreciated.

Fiona Mantle
Chairman Environment Committee.

Liz




Completed projects in
the village over 2009

The Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on Whites Field igroving to be very popular with all ages.

The Community shelter on Whites Field is the newedacility to be completed.




Report on Finance and General Purposes Committe2009-2010

The Finance & General Purposes Committee is regdigerfer reviewing all financial aspects of the
Council’'s work, as well as Staffing Issues (HR)siRAssessment, Health & Safety, training,
communications and general Council procedural ssared making appropriate recommendations to
Full Council..

It has several sub-committees including:

Human Resources and Staffing Issues, Grants, €uoeeincluding H & S and Risk Assessments and
Information Technology.

Finance Issues

Precept/Budget

The Council’s budget surplus for this financial yeanow significantly reduced as much of the aediu

money has now been called for. The overall fundihthe Village Hall extension has created a situg
for which the Council has had to review its finascalthough this will be covered in more detaiktan
this report.

The Council has not increased its precept for nioae 5 years and a decision was made to make &
increase of around 5% in the 2010- 11 precepts-iil equate to an additional amount of around.£3
on a Band D home. This will enable the Council kEngnto the next few years and, hopefully, avaig
significant level of cuts to the services it offéosthe village. In addition to the precept, theu@Gal has
received some £90,000 of additional grant and adheillary income during the 2009 — 10 year
Village Maintenance:

General village maintenance and litter collectith absorb a very significant part of the precepround
£66,000 per year. Although the Council considegd thaintaining a clean and attractive environme

critical to the village, it does, however, recognibat there has to be a limit to the amount thatspent

on clearing up the litter left by the thoughtless/f The whole issue of maintenance and litter elece is
therefore under review. .

Youth Provision:

The Youth Club is now fully established in Whitasl& pavilion and although the Parish Council still
offers support for this, the major part of the @tien is funded by the County Council as part dir]
youth wok obligation. The Parish Council still cobtites towards 50% of the cost of additional f
youth workers — currently at around £1500 - £2080ygar - and has a reserve to enable it to emtiera
proposed shared arrangement with other larger coraimunities in South Oxfordshire
(principally Watlington and Chalgrove) to part-fuadull time youth support worker who will be
dedicated to these rural areas. The recruitmeméssiBere are in the hands of OCC.

Playing Fields Pavilion

The rebuilding of the Playing Fields Pavilion pijés under review. The constraints of the econtiane
meant that many of the anticipated funding streamg dried up and the Management Committee,
their fundraising consultants, are looking at al&ive ways to take this project forward.

The Council has contributed to the developmenhefdroject to date and is still allocating funding
support the project into the future.

MUGA in Whites Field

The MUGA in Whites Field has now been completed iaratoving very successful: it is in regular use
youngsters in the village. Much of the final coapgrox £110,000) came from external grants with
Parish Council providing around £35,000 and Chinviouth Football Club contributing to the cost oé
lighting.

Bowls Club

The Council has allocated £10,000 for the develagméan outside short mat bowls area in the il
The Bowls Club have now identified an area of W&hikgeld near the Community Hall/Pavilion and h
to complete this project within the 2010 —11 year.

Payment of Councillors

Once again the Council has re-affirmed its decisionto take any payment for Councillors, who will
continue to operate on a voluntary basis.
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Other Issues

Risk Register

To comply with good practice, and to satisfy exéérudit requirements, the Council is developing a
comprehensive Risk Register to identify, assesgaté and review all the risks to which the Couigci
exposed. These risks include those relating toiphlfety, occupational health & safety, financlagal
and procedural issues and maintaining the regigtelbe an on-going project.

Asset Register

The Council maintains an Asset Register to ideraifg record all the assets for which the Council is
responsible.

Insurances

Insurances cost the Council in excess of £700Q/@ar. Local authorities are not generally considene
attractive insurance prospect by many carriersgelgr in view of the impact of the so-call
“compensation culture”, so there is not as muchpetition as there is with other types of insurance.
Insurance arrangements are, however, reviewed éweryears or so.

Formalisation of Council Procedures

ed

The process of formalising Council procedures igaamg: this is needed to conform to Local Authority

requirements, audit recommendations and overathdguractice”.
PCSOs:

Chinnor still maintains its 50% contribution to oakthe village’'s 2 PCSOs at an annual cost of r@apu

£16,000 in 2009 -10. The Council still consideratttihe continued high profile of Jackie and Mickad
very positive in creating a sense of security m¥fllage, but it remains in discussion with Tharivedley
Police to ensure that we continue to get valuarfoney out of this arrangement.

Grants

The Council still makes grants both for the operatwf activities within the village and to orgartisas
that provide facilities for Chinnor villagers. Ti@®uncil has a Grant Sub-Committee that meets fmed
a year to discuss grant applications and make remndations to the Council.
Village organisations that have received grantsiftbe Council include:
Playing Fields Management Committee, Chinnor géladall, Chinnor Village Centre, Reading Roor]
Community Swimming Pool project

Both Primary Schools (for activities that are notded by OCC.
In addition the Council allocates some £8000 eadr yo support a wide range of smaller organisat
both within the village and outside the village,es a benefit to Chinnor residents can be shown.

Village Capital Projects:

Chinnor Village Hall

-

on

Phase | of the Village Hall extension project has/ibeen completed. Issues with VAT created a fumpdin

shortfall with the project and the Parish Counomsidered it necessary to increase significarsly it
financial contribution to the project to ensurettitavas completed. The Council made a decisiotake
out a 10 year, fixed interest loan of £105,000 wiith Public Woks Loan Board to complete the fung
for the project. The Council considered that theswhe most effective method of resolving the issué
avoided the necessity for major impact on the fugdf village services and other capital projedise
loan will be repaid at just over £11,000 per yesrdhe next 10 years.
The Council still views the Village Hall as the megynificant of Chinnor’s public halls and, withet new
facilities now provided and the changes plannedhiwiPhase Il of the upgrade (which will have to
funded completely separately), considers that thkkibw has the potential to move forward succelysf
At this point in time, the Parish Council has madeprovision for any funding for Phase 1l of the@ject.
Particular attention is still being paid to:

- Compliance with Standards Board and Code of Conpltocedures to ensure transparer

- Further development of the Council's Grants pglto maintain control and ensure fairn

and good practice in the way the Council allocgtesits to local organisations;
- Review of the Council’s Committee structureeflect these changes in procedures.
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Training
A dedicated budget is maintained, to ensure thtit the staff and the Members of the Council
receive adequate training in all relevant aspefctisenr roles.

Communications:

- The Council Website has been expanded and desgtlajith additional external links for
local services and a minutes search facility;

- The periodical Council Newsletter continues;

Thanks

Once again, thanks go to Liz and Jo for their éffand flexibility over the last year, particulanhy
working around the change of office location.

More specifically, Liz's role as the Council’s Resgible Financial Officer and “procedural advis@s
becoming increasingly more critical to the way vesrdato work.

In addition, their “public facing” roles have inaged with the opening of the new office and thew
spend even more of their time fielding queries fribra public. This is seen as a very positive dgwe
ment, but it obviously has an impact on overalltimanagement.

Maurice Pullen Chairman of F&GP Committee
March 2010
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The newly extended Village Hall—completed March 200

Organisations currently using the hall either ragylor as one off hires are
many and varied, they include:

Chinnor bowls
Badminton
Little Kickers
Chinnor Players
Chinnor Musical Theatre
Pole dancing
U3A
Tiddlypeeps
Friends of the Earth
Jack and Jill pre-school
Chinnor Beer Festival
Senior Citizens annual lunch

If you wish to enquire about booking the hall fquaaty or event or even a
regular booking please call Pat on 07981 920426
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Completed projects in
the village over 2009

The Parish Council gave a grant towards the new eghsion in the Village Centre

The new
bench in the
Jubilee garden
was purchased
from funds
won at the
Best Kept
Village
Competition.
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Report from Geoff Andrews regarding the years happeings at SODC

Spring 2010

Unfortunately | was an absentee at too many metiuging the winter months due to
inclement weather, | am just too vulnerable in sraowd icy conditions and work on t
principle that it is better to miss one meetingehand there rather than miss six in-a-
because | am in traction in Stoke Mandeville, mguses are hopefully about to dry up
we move into warmer and dryer months.
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The new waste arrangements | was championingithéslast year have been in place since

last June and apart from an enormous hiccup astias, when in fairness the rest of
country was also brought to a shuddering haltstpr@ved a great success and has alr
won nationwide awards as well as increasing reggalates to in excess of 70%!
Meaning we have doubled the rate of recycling witthie first year and are now ra
amongst the top councils in the country for thisezs$ of our service!

On the subject of awards SODC has just been raeghaxcellent council by the Au
Commission for our services across the board.

The good news rolls on and on, our Council Tax sak a 0% increase for the coming \
the third year in the last 5 without any loss tnfrline services now you can see that \
council and staff we have been working hard on yamimalf.

One more award if | may, SODC has been achievinghnted by Ann Ducker, who hers
has received the MBE for her services to local govent over 25 years, we are all v
proud of this and of course Ann

No sign in Crowmarsh of any slow down there is mtecto again in the year to come w
many changes in the line due to Central Governnw@mdm | hope will be seeing even
bigger changes this spring!!

District Councillor Geoff Andrews.
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County Council Report by County Clir David Wilmshur st

This report will be the first since my re electias your County Councillor for my third time.
The County Council is a huge complex organisatimh\aith a budget in excess of £900m there needs
be a period of time to fully appreciate the widflservices that the Authority provides. Due to Gowe
ment imposed boundary regulations Chinnor Divisamms part of the combined Thame and Chinnor
Division with ClIr Nick Carter being the other eted member; together we share the responsibilitits
Nick focussing on Thame whilst | concentrate uptin@or and Towersey. This certainly not does
prelude me from Thame issues particularly in respkthe recent highway issues!

As in previous years | have worked closely withi@tar Parish Council issues, together, we have d Q¢
working relationship and as such are able the repoth the minimum of delay to issues raised by
residents. My thanks to the Chairman and two Ra&isrks and all members of the Chinnor Parish
Council for their forbearance. Throughout the yidaave made every effort to attend PC meetings.

On a broad front, bearing in mind the current ecoiccsituation, Oxfordshire County Council along hwit
other local authorities will be facing significgmtessures to reduce cost whilst retaining frord 8arvices
over the next 5 years. As an Authority we rely u@antral Government to fund over 70% of our
expenditure, as with other authorities we work dnyear plan. A critical aspect of this plan is theney
we receive from the Comprehensive Spending Reuies\3t year settlement is normally allocated to us
early in the New Year this year it has been delamtiwe are yet to be advised of the funding IeMeis
delay in being advised of future funding is compaeoh by the reduced number of new houses being |
thus reducing the number of properties from whiclu@il Tax can be collected.

Other pressures facing the Authority include — €assionary Fares the transfer to county counaiex F
Personal Social Care, Children’s Social Care, asgluin Seekers and of course Demographic Chang
This latter issue is being partly addressed thrabhgheventual introduction of “Self directed sugpand
“Personal Budgets” Other local issues over the ypeat have included-

Chinnor Youth Service, working with the Chinnor PC, who have contributedhe OCC “Chill Out
Fund” we now run two evenings a week. In additianhave now linked up with Chalgrove and
Watlington Villages to share and enhance suppdhddRural South” Needless to say that all party
support from OCC members has ensured that fundintyouth” has been retained.

St Andrews School- Plans are now being reviewed for the compldiaite of the school with funding
provided from the governments Primary Capital Paogne with additional funding coming from
developer funding (106).Having reviewed possibleding streams it now seems unlikely that sale of
some of the playing field will be necessary. Thedh#or the rebuild of St Andrews School is hightioa
priority list but at the moment government monegnsy allocated to 2010 2011. In the meantime
significant repairs have been carried out the curpeilding.

Children’s Centres — As part of the plan to roll out Children’s Cesgtthroughout Oxfordshire the
original plan to provide this facility in Thamehbging reviewed whilst a suitable location is idked. In
the meantime the plan is to offer an out servic€hmnor residents.

Link to Pheonix Trail - This issue has been raised by a number of lesadients and following a site vigi

for the Officer responsible the proposal is beimgestigate with contact with the affected landowner
Speeding IssuesTwo areas of concern have been raised over tstel@gaonths — Hill Road, on the basg
of a speeding survey this has been identified e @ of concern. Action is underway which will be
linked to the Cement Works Development. OakleydReatering the village from Kingston Blount,
following a similar survey an issue was not ideatifout “Slow Down” signs have been erected.

Bus Services- The service no 40 to High Wycombe continuesetavbll supported. An enhanced Pring
Risborough rail service has recently been introdwatgpeak times which include limited pick up amdd
off in the Town.. M40/B4009 Junction — Althoughistily not in the Thame Chinnor Division, along wit
other OCC members in the South, as part of thellT@asport Plan 3 consultancy | am encouraging
action to be taken in resolving the current parkgsgle.

Thame Library - Due to the winter freeze the project is runniogne 5 weeks behind schedule, the
planned opening date is now June 28th .
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Ongoing projects for 2010!

Estover Way friends group is being set up to contime getting
the wildlife area completed.

Restoration of the windmill on Mill Lane.




